Object-Variable Naming

Variable (or object) naming standards in the programming world can be compared to layer/level
naming standards in the CAD world. Just as the U.S. National CAD Standards specification is the
benchmark for CAD layer/level names, Hungarian Notation is the benchmark for programming
code.

The basic syntax of Hungarian notation is that each variable uses a standard prefix coding scheme
(or mnemonic) of lower case letters that denote the scope and type of the variable, followed by
the name which begins with an upper case letter. Typically a first letter of “g” denotes a global
(or public) variable, while a first letter of “m” indicates a module level variable. Using the
variable name mingCount we would know without looking at the Dim statement that this is a
module level variable of type Long and that its name is Count. Likewise there are VBA specific
extensions to the specification. Using the example object cmdCancel it would be easy to guess
that this refers to a form’s Cancel command button.

Just like layer/level naming standards each organization has their own variable naming standards.
The most important thing to remember about a variable naming standard is not which one you
use, but just use one and stick with it.

For an overview of Hungarian notation you can visit:

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hungarian notation

VB/VBA specific specifications can be found here:
http://support.microsoft.com/kb/173738

http://www.xoc.net/standards/rvbanc.asp

The Envision Group has been providing CADD-related services to engineers, surveyors and GIS
professionals for over a decade. Services include training and courseware development, custom
programming, technical support and professional guidance. Our staff includes licensed engineers
and surveyors who have planned and successfully executed large scale software implementations
for state and federal agencies.
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